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“Innovation distinguishes between a leader and a follower.”  My educational and professional philosophy can be described with this quote from the late Steve Jobs.  Being a leader in education means that one must be a critical and creative thinker.  But they also need one vital component: passion.  
When I first walked the hallways of Seton Hill University as a student, I knew that I wanted a career in higher education.  There was something about the atmosphere that felt like home to me.  I enjoyed the long debates in philosophy class and complex thinking exercises in my research seminar.  It was then that I began my career in the educational system.

I have three core values when it comes to teaching in a classroom.  The first thing that I learned rather quickly was that I could not force anyone to learn in my classroom.  Strong-arming a student to succeed never worked.  Rather, I strive to create a classroom environment that promotes learning, creativity and critical thinking.  I present information using examples, analogies and inquiry based discussion.  I encourage growth in the classroom and recognize that everyone is unique in learning style.

Secondly, I recognize that memorization is needed for learning basic concepts, but synthesizing and applying those concepts aids in greater understanding of a topic and future knowledge retention.  I create assessments that are appropriate and diverse.  It is rare that I use a simple multiple choice exam; rather, I encourage the student to demonstrate their skills through research and interview based projects and creative writing assignments.
Lastly, I embrace the use of technology in the classroom when it can provide an optimal learning environment.  I encourage the use of simulations, video games and social media to collaborate and share knowledge.  I strive to create a classroom that promotes learning through play.  This is not to say that I do not take education seriously; rather, I love to see the look in a student’s eyes when the information makes sense to them on a broader level, and at the same time, they are enjoying every moment of it!
I am in higher education because I want students to feel the same way I felt when I was in college, with whatever path they choose to pursue.  


